Sterile corneal ulceration after cataract extraction in patients with collagen vascular disease.
We report the occurrence of sterile corneal ulceration in 11 eyes of eight patients with collagen vascular diseases and dry eyes after cataract extraction with intraocular lens implantation. Keratolysis occurred after both extracapsular and intracapsular cataract extraction and appeared unrelated to the type of intraocular lens. Despite aggressive lubrication and other medical treatment, including systemic immunosuppressive agents, penetrating keratoplasty was often required. Although all eyes were saved, visual outcome was usually poor. The histopathologic finding of polymorphonuclear leukocytes localized near the areas of corneal dissolution provides evidence for the role of polymorphonuclear leukocyte-derived collagenase as a contributing factor in the pathogenesis of sterile corneal ulceration in these patients.